
 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

October 2022 

Baldwin Public Library 

Library Board Update 

The Library Board met on October 17 for a regular meeting. The Board selected a new janitorial services 

company, made design decisions for the cafe in the Phase 3 renovation, and approved updates to the 

library's Naming Rights Policy, Code of Conduct, Privacy Policy, Library Displays Policy, Group Study 

Rooms Policy, and Unattended Children Policy. 

Behind the Scenes Tour 

If you’d like to learn even more about the library, join Library Director Rebekah Craft for a Behind the 

Scenes Tour. You’ll visit staff areas, learn how items are added to the collection, and hear about new 

programs and services. The next tour will meet in the Library's vestibule on Thursday, November 10 at 

10:00 a.m. 

Used Books and Media Sale 

The Friends of the Baldwin Public Library will hold a sale of used books and media on Saturday, October 

29 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sunday, October 30 from 12-4 p.m. and Monday, October 31 from 10 a.m. to 

noon on the lower level of the Baldwin Public Library. On Friday night, October 28, Friends members will 

have the opportunity to shop a special pre-sale from 6-8pm. Memberships will be available for purchase 

at the door. All proceeds benefit the library’s programs and services. 

The Birmingham Museum 

November is National Native American Heritage Month, and the museum regularly gets questions about 

local archaeology and the Indigenous People who lived here before Birmingham was settled. So, as part 

of its monthly free lecture series at the Baldwin Public Library, the museum will present a program on 

November 10 at 7 PM entitled, “Buried Past: Birmingham’s Indigenous People and Archaeological 

Heritage.” The presentation will explain the importance of the Saginaw Trail (now Woodward Avenue) to 

our Native American history and highlight over 10,000 years of archaeological artifacts from the 

Birmingham area currently on display at the museum. 

Birmingham Shopping District (BSD) 

DPS Appreciation Lunch 

On Wednesday, September 14, 2022, the BSD Board provided lunch for all 40 of our Department of 

Public Services employees in appreciation for all of their hard work assisting the BSD Board and staff 

with special events, installing and removing holiday lighting, and keeping our streets, sidewalks and parks 

beautiful all year (and much more).  A large assortment of smoothies, wraps, cookies and potato chips 



from Tropical Smoothie Café were enjoyed by all.   

 

Birmingham Art Walk  

This year the BSD and the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center sponsored the first ever Birmingham Art 

Walk on the evening of Thursday, October 13, 2022.  This strolling downtown event featured many artists 

showcasing their talents and art pieces at more than 15 shops and establishments in the heart of 

downtown.  Individual merchants offered special promotions and light refreshments for guests, with 

musical entertainment provided by a quartet of singers performing on City sidewalks throughout the 

event area.  Save the date for next year’s Birmingham Art Walk, tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 

October 12, 2023. 

 

Farmers Market  

On Sunday, October 30, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., the Birmingham Farmers Market will wrap up 

its 20th season in Public Parking Lot 6.  Visitors are encouraged to wear costumes, and can enjoy live 

music, pumpkin decorating, hay bale climbing, trick-or-treating and more at our End of the Season 

Celebration, as we say farewell to another great season at the Birmingham Farmers Market. 

 

The Birmingham Farmers Market would like to thank our vendors, sponsors and patrons for a wonderful 

20th anniversary season! The market featured over 110 vendors (including 36 new) and sponsors 

providing local produce, plants, fresh foods and other goods and services, throughout the season. May 

through September, the market welcomed over 44,000 patrons and expects that total to be over 50,000 

at the end of the season.  

Small Business Saturday 

On Saturday, November 26, 2022 the BSD is kicking off the holiday shopping season.  Please come out 

and support our local businesses, sip hot chocolate and enjoy special giveaways all day.  In addition, 

shoppers and families can participate in the annual Santa Walk, enjoy horse-drawn carriage rides and 

park free of charge in the parking structures all day. Shoppers can also look forward to the 2022 Holiday 

Gift Guide that will be sent out in November, and save the dates for the Birmingham Winter Markt that 

will be open December 2 – 4, 2022. 

 

BSD Board Chair Succession 

After 30 years of service to both the BSD and the City, Geoffrey Hockman has stepped down as Chair of 

the BSD Board, and has passed the gavel to Amy Pohlod.  Mr. Hockman will continue to serve as a BSD 

board member through the end of his term in November of this year.   

 

Both the BSD and the City would like to thank Mr. Hockman for his longstanding history of service in all 

facets of our community, whether as City Commissioner, Mayor, School Board President, or BSD Board 

member, to name just a few of the volunteer positions he has held over his distinguished career.   

 

Building Department 

 Monthly Report 

The Building Department’s monthly report provides an update on the following construction activity: 
building permits issued, building inspections conducted, trades permits issued and trades inspections 
conducted. In September, we processed 424 online permit applications, totaling 3,767 applications so 
far in 2022. 
 

https://www.bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/Oct%202022/CONSTRUCTION%20ACTIVITY%20101822.pdf


 
 
Proposed Road Preservation Bond 
The Building Department is drafting language proposing that a road preservation bond be required for 
all new home builds. A fee in the amount of $5,000 will be held until the project is completed to ensure 
that no damage occurs to City roads and right-of-ways during construction.  In the event that damage 
occurs, the bond will be held until the road is repaired in accordance to City standards. We anticipate 
presenting this proposal to the Commission for approval by the end of the year.  
 
Risk Management Audit 
The department is in preparation for our upcoming ISO (International Organization for Standardization) 
risk management audit.  This audit is an operational review conducted every five years that is used to 
evaluate building departments for enforcement of codes and safety standards, public awareness 
programs, budgeting, and staff education and professionalism.  Classification scoring ranges from 1 
(exemplary) to 10 (requires improvement).  Scores are used for insurance rating and underwriting 
purposes.   
 
The ISO has been developing standards for varying industries and communities for around 75 years, 
but only began assessing building code enforcement in 1992 in response to the catastrophic losses 
resulting from Hurricane Andrew. 
 
When our department was evaluated 10 years ago, our ranking increased from a score of 3 to a score 
of 2. We were only the second building department in the State of Michigan to have achieved this score.  
We are still one of only five building departments in the State to hold this ranking.   
 
In order to demonstrate compliance in the key areas of focus, we are organizing a comprehensive 
report of the following information and documents: 

 Administration of codes, appeal processes, and code adoption 
 Employee data sheets providing qualifications and experience, levels of responsibility, 

continuing education, and any applicable professional certifications  
 Plan review procedures including checklists, hazard mitigation measures, certification of 

reviewers and Building Official, and use of outside professionals 
 Field inspection details such as inspection and safety checklists, special inspection criteria, and 

inspector qualifications 
 Revenue and expense data 
 Public awareness programs including informational guides and handouts, community 

newsletters, and public meetings and forums 

 
City Clerk's Office 
 

2022 November General Election 

 

Last Minute Voting Reminders 

October 25th through Election Day 

Voter Registration must be completed in person at the Clerk’s Office with proof of residency required. 

Friday, November 4th by 5 pm 

Last day to apply for an absent voter ballot to be sent in the mail. 

Last day voters may submit a written request to spoil their absent voter ballot and receive a new one 

by mail. 



Saturday, November 5th 

 Clerk’s office will be open for election purposes from 8 am to 4 pm. 

Monday, November 7th at 10 am 

 Last day a voter may submit a written request to spoil their ballot and receive a new one in the 

Clerk’s Office. 

Monday, November 7th at 4 pm  

 Last day to receive an absent voter ballot in person at the Clerk’s Office. 

Tuesday, November 8th 

 Election Day polling places are open from 7 am - 8 pm. 

 All absent voter ballots must be returned to the Clerk’s Office by 8 pm.  

Voter registration 

Residents can register to vote online at mi.gov/vote or www.expressSOS.com, by mail, at the City Clerk 
or County Clerk offices, or at any Secretary of State branch office until the end of the day on October 24 
(15 days before the November 8 General Election). After October 24, residents must register in person 
at the City Clerk’s office if they wish to vote in the November 8 General Election.  

Absentee Voting 

Registered voters who have not applied for an absentee ballot for the November election can still request 
one online at mi.gov/vote, or with a signed application returned to the City Clerk’s office in person, by 
mail, in the City Hall dropbox or to elections@bhamgov.org. Ballots requested after 5:00 pm on November 
4 must be picked up in person by the voter with identification at the City Clerk’s office. 

There are many third-party special interest groups that mail absentee ballot applications to voters in 

addition to the applications sent by the City Clerk's office. Voters may continue to receive multiple 

applications for an absentee ballot even after successfully submitting an application to the city. If the 

Clerk’s Office has your application requesting a ballot for the Nov. 8 election on file, you do not need to 

send another one. Voters can confirm that they will receive a November ballot on mi.gov/vote or by 

contacting the Clerk’s Office at elections@bhamgov.org, or 248-530-1880.  

Did you know you can pick up your absentee ballot at the City Clerk’s office? You can visit us in City Hall 

during business hours to apply and receive your absentee ballot in one quick stop. There are also several 

voting booths if you wish to complete your ballot and place it in our secure ballot box that day. You must 

bring a current photo ID or driver's license, and you cannot pick up a ballot for anyone other than 

yourself. 

Voting while out of the country 

Voters who will be out of the United States for the 2022 election can submit a Federal Post Card 
Application (FPCA) to receive an overseas absentee voter ballot by email, fax or regular mail. This 
application must be completed every year for which a voter will be out of the United States for an election. 
To obtain this application, go to www.fvap.gov. 

 

 

http://www.mi.gov/vote
http://www.expresssos.com/
http://mi.gov/vote
http://www.mi.gov/vote
mailto:elections@bhamgov.org
http://www.fvap.gov/


24/7 voter information resource 

The Michigan Voter Information Center offers around-the-clock answers to common election-related 

questions at mi.gov/vote. Check your voter information, request an absentee ballot by mail (no later than 

5 pm on Nov. 4), locate your polling location, see a sample ballot and more anytime you wish! 

Sample ballots 

Clerks across Oakland County have observed a trend of voters requesting and receiving an absentee 
ballot, then surrendering or spoiling that absentee ballot on election day to vote in person. Voters 
intending to vote in person should not request an official absentee ballot from the City Clerk's office. 
Voters wishing to view a sample ballot before Election Day can do so in a number of ways: 

● Mi.gov/vote allows voters to view sample ballots and track the status of absentee ballot requests. 

● Voters can use the district numbers on their voter ID card along with the official candidate and 

proposal lists on oakgov.com/elections to determine what will be on their ballot. 

Cemetery Board 

The Cemetery Board did not meet in October due to lack of quorum. The next meeting will be on 

Friday, November 4, 2022 8:30 am at City Hall. 

Boards & Commissions 

The following City of Birmingham boards and commissions have vacant positions or members 

with terms expiring soon. Applications are due before noon the Wednesday prior to the 

Commission interview/appointment date: 

 

Board Openings Application Due by 
Noon 

Interview/ 

Appointment at City 

Commission meeting 

7:30 pm 

Board of Review 2 Regular Members, 2 

Alternate Members 

11/23/22 11/28/22 

Board of Zoning Appeals 3 Regular Members 10/19/22 10/24/22 

Birmingham Shopping 

District 

3 Regular Members 10/17/22 10/24/22  

Multi-Modal 

Transportation Board 

2 Alternate Members, 1 

Regular Member  

10/19/22 10/24/22 

Triangle District Corridor 

Improvement Authority 

1 Regular Member 11/23/22 

 

11/28/22 

Advisory Parking 

Committee 

1 Regular Members Until Filled  

 

Birmingham Area Cable 

Board 

1 Alternate Member Until Filled 

 

 

http://www.mi.gov/vote
http://www.mi.gov/vote
http://www.oakgov.com/elections


Board of Building Trades 

Appeals 

3 Regular Members Until Filled  

Brownfield 

Redevelopment Authority 

1 Regular Member Until Filled  

Historic District 

Commission 

1 Alternate Member Until Filled  

Museum Board 1 Regular Member Until Filled  

Public Arts Board 1 Alternate Member Until Filled  

Storm Water Utility 

Appeals Board 

1 Regular, 2 Alternate 

Members 

Until Filled  

 

City Manager’s Office 

Communications 

Around Town e-Newsletter 
The communications team is working on the November edition of the 
Around Town e-Newsletter, which will include information about the 
election, leaf collection, holiday news and events, and more. Follow 
this link to view the October edition of the Around Town e-Newsletter. 

 

 

Engage Birmingham 

“Sunrise in Shain” Wins 2023 City Calendar Cover 
Photo Contest 
Congratulations to Birmingham Parks and Forestry 
Operator Brandon Wynn, who submitted the winning 
photo in the 2023 City Calendar Cover Photo Contest. 
More than 150 Engage Birmingham participants voted in 
the contest. His photo, titled "Sunrise in Shain", shows Marshall Fredericks' Freedom of 
the Human Spirit sculpture with a stunning pink sky aglow in the background. Wynn said 
he snapped the photo this summer as he watered flowers in Shain Park and noticed the 
sunrise was particularly beautiful. Thank you to all who submitted photos and voted in 
the contest! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bhamgov.org/aroundtownOct2022
http://www.bhamgov.org/aroundtownOct2022


Public Education Video re: Fire Ops 101 Training 
IT and Media Specialist Jamil Kim attended the Fire Ops 101 Training on Friday, October 7, 
2022. Jamil’s video recap helps the community understand the importance of the event and the 
environment in which firefighters work. Learn more about the training in the Fire Department’s 
section of this report, and watch the video here: https://bhamgov.org/fireops2022.  

 
Human Resources 
 

Lauren Wood Retirement Announcement 
Department of Public Services (DPS) Director Lauren Wood retired earlier this month. City 
Manager Tom Markus is serving as Interim DPS Director. Human Resources has posted the 
position and is working to fill it as soon as possible. We thank Lauren Wood for her many years 
of service to the City and wish her well in retirement. 
 
Staff & Vacancy Update 
The Human Resources department has opened a recruitment for the vacancy of Director of 
Public Services. Our new Senior Clerk/Cashier, Kimberly Mann, started in the Treasury 
Department in late September, while our new Deputy Treasurer, Ryan Katz, started on October 
3rd. Interviews are ongoing for the Street Sewer and Water Operator vacancy. We are also 
collecting applications for Police Officers, and will soon be starting recruitment for Police Chief. 
Community Development employee Mollie Mackinnon has resigned, and a recruitment to find a 
new Secretary A is actively collecting applications. Applications for the Plumbing Inspector 
position continue to be collected. Fire Marshal Jack Pesha is retiring in December, and Battalion 
Chief Alan Soave will be taking his place as Marshal. A new firefighter, Steven McIntyre, is 
starting at the end of October. Cristina Sheppard-Decius, the new BSD Director, will soon be 
joining HR on a recruitment for a part-time Events and Office Assistant position. The City 
Manager recruitment posting will be opened by October 25th, and will close on December 2nd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bhamgov.org/fireops2022


BIRMINGHAM CITY COMMISSION - UPCOMING AGENDA ITEMS 
Topics brought up by the Commission 

Meeting Topic Commissioner Staff Follow Up Dates Addressed Status 
(resolved/ongoing) 

In Progress 

9/12/22 Banner M: Baller S: 
Host 

N/A 10/24 CC discussion 
scheduled 

 

8/15/22 Birmingham 
Country Club 

M: Host S: 
Haig 

Fairbairn, Dupuis, 
Clerk’s Office 

8/29 - CC Discussion 
*Draft a letter 

Resolved, letter sent 

8/15/22 Speed Bumps M: Haig S: 
Host 

Clemence/Brooks 8/29 - Staff report 
*Further study by 
MMTB 

In progress, sent to 
MMTB 

6/13/22 Sustainability 
Board 

Schafer Nick Dupuis 6/27/22 - direction 
for staff to draft 
requirements to 
establish board, 
coming back at next 
available meeting  
10/3/22 Workshop - 
staff given direction 
to return with 
recommendation 

In progress 

4/25/22 Improvements 
in Information 
Provision and 
Methodology 

M: Haig, S: 
Baller 

TBD TBD 
 

3/28/22 City Manager 
Selection 
Process 

M: Host  
S: Boutros 

Managers Office 
& HR 

4/25/22 - direct to 
formal agenda item 
5/9/22 - New 
Business Item 
5/23/22 CM report 

Process approved 
and timetable 
established. 

1/10/22 Food Trucks M: Host  
S: Schafer 

Nick Dupuis/Jana 
Ecker 

1/24/22 - CC req. 
more info 
3/9/22 - Workshop 
3/14/22 - Informally 
brought up by Host 
6/20/22 Commission 
and Planning Board 
Discussed 
6/27/22 - City 
Manager Directed to 
encourage food 
trucks at all city 
sponsored events, 
BSD events, and 
direct the BSD to 

6/27/22 In 
progress/ 
being monitored 



organize a rotation of 
food truck events 

1/10/22 Leaf Blowers M:Baller 
S:Host 

Nick Dupuis 1/24/22 - make 
formal item 
10/3/22 Workshop - 
staff given direction 
to return with 
recommendation 

In progress 

1/10/22 Commissioner 
Conduct 

No vote Mary Kucharek 2/14/22 - Workshop 
2/28/22 Directed CM 
to prepare Code of 
Conduct for future 
agenda 
7/11/22 - Initial 
presentation to 
Commission by CA 

Will be revised and 
presented again at 
an upcoming CC 
meeting 

Resolved 

4/11/22 BBCC - Mental 
Health 
Workshop - 
More time to 
talk 

M: Baller S: 
Haig 

Marianne 
Gamboa  

4/25/22 - clarify 
commissioners intent 
5/9/22 - added time 
on the agenda to 
discuss 
 
Tom directed staff to 
add mental health 
info in city 
publications 

Resolved 

5/9/22 Pickleball 
 

Baller, no 
vote 
 

Lauren Wood  Agenda item 5/23/22 Installed on 6-3-22 

1/24/22 Social Districts  M: Schafer  
S: Boutros 

Nick Dupuis/Jana 
Ecker 

2/14/22 - make 
formal item 
3/9/22 - Workshop 
3/14/22 - Informally 
brought up by Host 
6/20/22 Commission 
and Planning Board 
Discussed 

No formal action 
taken by the 
Commission 

5/23/22 Commission 
Meeting Start 
Time 

Baller Mary Kucharek On agenda for 6/27/22 
- Mary to draft generic 
ordinance language 
and discuss in July 
On agenda for 7/11/22 
- Commission decided 
not to proceed 

No changes for now 

 
 



Topics Failed 
4/25/22 On Street Parking Study M:Haig S: Host 
4/11/22 Downtown Parking  M: Host S: Haig 
3/28/22 Parking Matters  M: Host S: Haig 
6/13/22 479 SOW (Doraid) PAD M: Boutros  
 
Topics With No Vote - Resolved 
1/10/22 Unimproved Streets  Discussed during the Long Range Planning meeting. 
2/28/22 Solidarity with Ukraine City Manager arranged for exterior lighting at City Hall. 
 
Topics With No Vote - Unresolved 

5/9/22 -PAD ordinance/cleanup Baller, no vote No vote 

5/9/22 -Policy for granting public space ODD/Valet Baller, no vote No vote 

 

Renovation Kudos to Boji Group and The Surnow Company 
Congratulations to the Boji Group for the wonderful historic restoration of 100 North Old Woodward 
future home of CB2, and to The Surnow Company for the great renovation of 191 North Chester Street, 
now OneStream Software LLC global headquarters. 
 
Setting the Record Straight 
On September 12, 2022, another City Commission workshop was held to discuss the public parking 
system in Birmingham.  This workshop was scheduled as a result of the comments of the public and 
concerns by some members of the City Commission that the previous parking studies that were 
completed when the public parking structures were contemplated did not include future development 
potential.  Relying on this inaccurate assumption or interpretation, some members of the public have 
thus assumed and continuously stated that all new development within previous parking assessment 
districts should be specially assessed in order to be permitted to rely on the existing public parking 
system.  These assumptions are simply not correct.  I trust that the  following facts will serve to set the 
record straight: 
 

1. Previous parking studies did factor in future development potential when evaluating 
the number of parking spaces needed for the system, and in calculating special 
assessments. 

  
City staff presented evidence at the September 12, 2022 City Commission workshop that clearly 
demonstrated that future development potential was included in prior parking studies over the 
past 70 years.  Evidence of such can be found in numerous archival files of the City, including, 
but not limited to, the following: 
 

 Central Business District Study and Proposed Plan (1961) 
 City Commission Meeting Minutes from public hearings held to consider special 

assessments for public parking structures (1965) 
 The Birmingham Urban Design Plan & Objectives (1968)  
 The Birmingham Plan (1980) 

 
In fact, at the City Commission meeting on October 4, 2022, Commissioner Host also shared two 
charts from Appendix 2 of The Birmingham Plan (1980) related to the history of the public parking 
system that further confirmed the fact that future development potential was considered in 
previous parking studies.  The charts referred to at this meeting clearly illustrated the calculations 
done to determine the number of public parking spaces needed in the future, based on potential 
future zoning standards.  The charts demonstrated multiple development scenarios that 
considered future development potential based on a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 2, as well as an 



FAR of 4.  The charts shared by Commissioner Host from Appendix 2 of The Birmingham Plan 
confirm the City’s position that future development potential was in fact included in prior parking 
studies.  

 
2. The Zoning Ordinance has codified the fact that future commercial development is 

specifically exempt from providing on site parking, and has specifically permitted 
property owners to rely on the public parking system for their commercial parking 
requirements since at least 1955.  

 
A zoning provision was added in 1955 to the Zoning Code that stated that any property that paid 
into a parking assessment district was not required to provide on site parking for non-residential 
uses.  The almost identical zoning provision continues to remain in effect today.   

 
3. Impact fees are not permitted in the State of Michigan.   

 
Section 94-3 of the City Code states that the City Commission has the power to defray any portion 
of a public improvement through a special assessment upon a property especially benefited.  
However, a special assessment must be tied to payment for a public improvement (such as 
construction of a new parking structure, or the addition of floors to an existing structure, etc.).  
An individual property cannot be special assessed for an increase in density alone.  Some states 
allow an impact fee to be charged for additional services (such as increased parking needs) that 
will be required as a result of a new development.  Michigan does not. 
 

Even if future development had not been considered when the public parking system was established, 
the fact remains that the parking system is able to adjust to any increases in future parking demand by 
adding additional parking and assessing benefiting properties if the need arises.   

 
Department of Public Services 
 

Adams Park Open; Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Set for Nov. 12 
We are thrilled to invite you to visit Adams Park, now open for play! The brand new park boasts a 

significant play area, a garden seating plaza, beautiful landscaping improvements with many new trees, 

an open grassy area for field sports, a basketball court, shot put, discus, and a long jump area. Site 

furnishings (benches, tables, chairs, litter and recycling receptacles) and finishing touches on fencing 

and the rain garden are coming soon. Virtually tour the new park at www.bhamgov.org/adamsparktour.  

The Adams Park Ribbon Cutting Ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, November 12, 2022 at 10 a.m. 

Attendees will enjoy donuts and hot cider. Following a brief ceremony, the community is encouraged to 

explore the park and enjoy the new play equipment. We are very excited for everyone to experience the 

brand new Adams Park! 

Trail Improvement Public Input Session Set for Nov. 1 

The community is invited to attend the Parks & Recreation Board meeting on Tuesday, November 1, 

2022 at 6:30 p.m. to participate in a trail improvement public input session. Those who are not able to 

attend in person may participate virtually via Zoom. Trail improvements are part of the approved Parks 

and Recreation Bond. Design Services with MCSA Group, Inc. (MCSA) were engaged in February of 2022. 

A draft Trail Improvements Concept Plan is now available at www.bhamgov.org/parksbond. Feedback 

from the public is welcome and encouraged. Those who are unable to attend the public input session on 

November 1 may also share feedback on Engage Birmingham through November 30, 2022. 

Engineering Department 

S. Old Woodard Reconstruction Phase 3 

http://www.bhamgov.org/adamsparktour
http://www.bhamgov.org/parksbond
http://engage.bhamgov.org/


The project is in construction phase two with the traffic shift of southbound traffic on the east side of 

South Old Woodward, south of Frank Street. The City contractor has multiple crews working on the 

concrete installation, sidewalk installation, and landscape islands.  Work with DTE is also continuing for 

the electrical street and pedestrian lighting.  

Weather permitting, the new roadway is anticipated to open to traffic on November 5, 2022, and the 

project as a whole to be completed toward the third week of November.  Sidewalks and parking are to 

be as accessible as possible once the road is open to traffic.  

Water Service Verification Program  

Verification of existing water service material as part of the Lead and Copper Rule work is continuing 

through the beginning of November.  As a reminder, the “In-Home/Business” water service line material 

needs to be determined as part of this program. Property owners can schedule an inspection by an 

authorized City Representative at 248-303-2292 or determine the in-home/business material themselves 

with the steps provided in the property owner letter.   

2022 Sidewalk Repair Program 

Work is continuing on the 2022 Sidewalk Repair Program.  This year’s program includes Residential Area 

5: Southfield Road to Cranbrook Road and Maple Road to 14 Mile Road, Downtown 1B: Old Woodward 

to Woodward, and from Maple Road to Ravine Area 5. A sidewalk will also be added adjacent to 

Greenwood Cemetery, a section of Ann Street’s sidewalk will be replaced, and miscellaneous repairs are 

planned throughout the City.   

14 Mile Road Reconstruction, West of Evergreen 

The Village of Beverly Hills is reconstructing 14 Mile Road from Lahser Road to Evergreen Road. Final 

paving of the roadway is anticipated toward the end of October/beginning of November and will be open 

to two-way traffic around November 9, 2022, weather permitting.  As a reminder, please follow the 

eastbound road closure and follow the detour routes.   

Fire Department 

OAKWAY Fire Ops 101 Training 

On Friday, October 7th, Birmingham Fire Department personnel, along with Commissioner Andrew Haig, 

participated in the annual OAKWAY Fire Ops 101. The event gives elected officials an opportunity to 

spend a day training as a firefighter. Attendees experience an EMS scenario, extrication, and suiting up 

in firefighter protective clothing, donning self-contained breathing apparatus and actually going inside a 

real fire to experience first-hand the environment in which firefighters work. Watch a video regarding the 

event here: https://bhamgov.org/fireops2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bhamgov.org/fireops2022


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birmingham Fire Department Induction Ceremony and Open House  

On Saturday, October 8th, Battalion Chief Alan Soave was sworn in as the new Fire Marshal for the Birmingham 

Fire Department. Current Fire Marshal Jack Pesha will ensure a smooth transition prior to his upcoming 

retirement in December. Fire Marshal Pesha has done an outstanding job improving the department’s Fire 

Prevention Bureau and we expect that trend to continue with Fire Marshal Soave. Later that same day, the 

Birmingham Fire Department Open House event welcomed hundreds of attendees who enjoyed operating a fire 

hose, trying on a fire coat, viewing live demonstrations and learning about fire safety. Additional festivities 

included an inflatable obstacle course, face painting and a fire safety equipment raffle. Firehouse chili, hot dogs, 

treats and popcorn were also served and a fun time was had by all! 

  

   

Firefighter Ryan Wiseman Helps to Extinguish Upper Peninsula Blaze 

Firefighter Ryan Wiseman was recently deployed to the Upper Peninsula in Menominee, Michigan to help contain 

a commercial paper mill fire that has been burning for almost two weeks. Ryan proudly represented the 

Birmingham Fire Department as part of a four-person crew that responded to the Statewide mutual aid request 

in a West Bloomfield Ladder truck. The crew worked for four days almost around the clock to help extinguish the 

extensive blaze. 



Planning Department 

2040 Master Plan  

The City of Birmingham has received the third and final draft of the 2040 Birmingham Plan, which is 

available to read and download on www.thebirminghamplan.com. The schedule of review will consist of 

reviews at the Planning Board, the required 63-day public noticing period, and review by the City 

Commission. The remaining schedule of review should closely resemble the following: 

 

Date Meeting Type Action Needed 

October 3, 2022 City Commission  The City Commission voted to authorize 

the 63-day distribution period for the 

final, draft Master Plan. 

Required 63-Day Public Notice Period 

December 14, 2022 Planning Board  Review final draft and present / discuss 

comments received during the 

distribution period. 

 Set public hearing date. 

January 11, 2023 Planning Board  Present the final Plan and hold a public 

hearing. Further discuss comments 

received during the distribution period as 

needed. 

 Adopt plan; recommend to the City 

Commission for adoption. 

February 2023 (Exact 

Date TBD) 

City Commission  Present the final Plan and hold a public 

hearing. 

 If prepared to do so, the City 

Commission may adopt the Plan by 

resolution. 

 

All of the documents related to the 2040 Plan remain available on www.thebirminghamplan.com. You 

can also watch a recording of past meetings on the City of Birmingham website. As a reminder, you can 

still submit comments directly to the consultant team through the aforementioned 2040 Plan website, 

and can submit comments directly to the Planning Division to be placed in the next available agenda of 

the Planning Board.  

 

Planning Board 

The Planning Board has reviewed 29 development applications this year so far. The Planning Board will 

continue to round out the year with a review of the third and final draft of the 2040 Master Plan, several 

additional anticipated development applications, and a number of study sessions. A tentative Planning 

Board schedule is provided below: 

1. 2040 Master Plan – Draft #3 Review (Ongoing) 

2. Outdoor Dining Study (10/26/22) 

3. 34350 Woodward – Fred Lavery Porsche – Community Impact Study & Preliminary Site Plan 

Review – (10/26/22) 

 

http://www.thebirminghamplan.com/


Historic Preservation 

The Historic District Commission (HDC) recently reviewed an outline and draft section of the Historic 

Design Guidelines project and has provided the consultants, Kraemer Design Group, with feedback to 

continue forward. The City has remained engaged with the State Historic Preservation Office to ensure 

compliance with the Certified Local Government grant program. The consultant team and City Staff have 

created a detailed survey on the Engage Birmingham platform. Please take the survey at 

https://engage.bhamgov.org/.  

Public Art 

The Public Arts Board (PAB) is reviewing two sculpture donation applications for Shooting Star by John 

Henry and Touch the Sky by Jane Dedecker. The PAB is in the process of selecting favorable locations 

for each of the sculptures to recommend to the City Commission. 

Multi-Modal Transportation Board 

The Multi-Modal Transportation Board is reviewing neighborhood traffic calming measures to address 

streets reporting speed issues. Sidewalk priorities will also be revisited as new board members would like 

to be apprised of questions and concerns raised by residents. The S. Eton road configuration will also be 

revisited in the near future.   

Police Department 

Police Department / City Hall Building and Security Upgrades  

At the July 11, 2022 City Commission meeting, the City Commission passed a resolution to approve a 

contract with Telluris Architecture to conduct a two-phase evaluation of the existing Police Department 

and City Hall building.  Telluris has submitted a draft Assessment Report.  On Friday, October 14, 2022, 

City staff met with Telluris to review the report prior to final editing for completion and submission to the 

City Commission.  Additionally, staff met with Telluris on Wednesday, October 12, 2022, to start the 

second phase of the project.  Telluris held a charette to gather ideas and recommendations during a 

discussion with staff as they begin to review possible recommendations. 

Grant Funding for CoRe Program 

This month, our Co-Response (CoRe) program received official notice that grant funds requested through 

the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) have been received.  

Representative Haley Stevens sponsored the grant request which resulted in the award of $260,000 

dollars through SAMHSA to the CoRe program.  These funds will cover the cost of the CoRe program and 

may also be used to pay for other related training such as our continued training of officers in Crisis 

Intervention Training (CIT).  Per the grant, these funds must be used within the next year. 

Officer McIntyre and FBI Task Force Uncover 1.6 Million in Fraud Case 

Earlier this year, the Birmingham Police Department took two fraud reports pertaining to the Halsted 

Gallery at 2235 Cole. Victims reported they had entered into a consignment agreement with the owner 

to sell several pieces of artwork. The victims allege they were never paid. Birmingham officer Scott 

McIntyre is assigned to the FBI Financial Crimes Task Force and took the case. In partnership with the 

FBI, they were able to uncover fraud in the amount of 1.6 million dollars. A search warrant was executed 

on the owners’ home outside of the City on Friday, October 14, 2022, and a suspect was taken into 

custody.   

Congratulations on a job well done by our officer and thank you to the FBI for their contributions to this 

case. 

 

 

https://engage.bhamgov.org/


Operation Safe Stop 

During the week of October 17th, the Birmingham Police Department participated in a statewide 

campaign called Operation Safe Stop.  The goal of this campaign is to send a zero-tolerance message to 

the public: illegally passing a school bus on America’s roadways will result in a ticket. 

Parking Systems Update 
 

Construction 

Construction on the North Old Woodward Parking Structure continues with topside and underside 

concrete repairs. Construction is scheduled to end around the second week of November, weather 

permitting.  

Repair Design & Construction Document Development Services  

WJE engineering submitted a proposal for Repair Design & Construction Document Development Services 
for all five of the City’s parking Garages. This proposal is part of a larger five-year repair project that not 
only continues the ongoing concrete restoration and repair, but includes mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing repairs in the garages. This will include designing the staining of ceilings, the installation of 
LED lights, etc. Construction bidding would take place around April 2023. 

Operations 
The City and SP+ have agreed to extend their current operating agreement another year.  

 Occupancy: 

 

 
Future Agenda Items 
Download a summary of future agenda items. 
  
Future Workshop Items 
Download a summary of future workshop items. 

Chester Garage (880) 37.32%

Old Woodward (745) 50.18%

Park Garage (811) 53.55%

Peabody Garage (437) 77.56%

Pierce Garage (706) 74.01%

SEPTEMBER AVG CAPACITY

https://www.bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/Oct%202022/Future%20Agenda%20Items%20October%202022.pdf
https://www.bhamgov.org/Document_Center/Department/City%20manager/City%20Manager%20Report/Oct%202022/Future%20Workshop%20Items%20October%202022.pdf

